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Founding Congress of Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, 1915
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Opening of First International Congress of Women at
The Hague, 1915. Left to right: Mrae. Thoumaiam, Armenia; Leopoldina
Kulka, Austria; Miss Hughes, Canada; Rosika Schwimmer, Hungary; Dr
Anita Augspurg, Germany; Jane Addams, USA, President of the Congress;
Eugenie Hamer, Belgium; Dr. Aletta Jacobs, President of the Dutch
Executive Committee; Chrystal MacMillan, Great Britain; Rosa Genoni,
Italy; Anna Kleman, Sweden; Thora Daugaards Denmark; Louise Keilhau,
Norway. The Congress created the organization named a few years
later The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom.



INTRODUCTION

NEVER BEFORE IN HISTORY have women made history as they are making
it today.

There have been other feminists in other times. But never has the
women's movement moved so extensively and pervasively, —nor has the
promise of its impact for change been so compelling.

Official recognition of this worldwide phenomenon was given by the
United Nations' designation of 1975 as International Women's Year, and
its initiation of action projected for the following decade.

Its goals, "Equality, Development, Peace" are revolutionary con-
cepts. Their attainment implies radical changes in our lives and our
institutions.

Is our collective consciousness sufficiently raised? Are we pre-
pared to change our lifestyles and our thinking as well as the need to
break through institutional rigidities? Do we recognize the scale of
the opportunity before us? Will society be any different if and when
women 6btain equal voice? . '*\ •

The sceptics say there will be no difference. The reigns of
queens and "presidentas" have been indistinguishable from those of
their male counterparts. Women are just as competitive and violent as
men, they say.

Optimists see an unprecedented opportunity for women to make the
difference between a world society marked by blatant discrimination,
economic injustice and rampant militarism, to one that more nearly
approximates the ideals of equality, development and peace. They see
women as potentially the largest and most dynamic pressure group,
which by united action, could turn the tide. Either guided by natural
attributes (whether biologically or sociologically determined)„ or
simply as enlightened observers of the manmade horrors of the present



scene, women have the numbers, the capabilities, and the emerging
power to change the course of history.

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom opts for
the optimists' view. Even without certainty of success, the struggle
gives added meaning and high purpose to our lives. As WILPF begins
its seventh decade of action for the goals expressed in its name,
(goals conceptually interchangeable with those of the International
Women's Year) we rejoice in the promise of the International Women's
Decade. Feminists in action since the early days, we look forward
to the later day when the principles of our international women's
movement will be so woven into the worldlife network that its organi-
zations will no longer be needed.

Until then, they may be the energizing force from which basic
change is made.

This booklet is an attempt to help people listen to significant
women and women listen to one another. To the extent that it iden-
tifies leaders it is not for the purpose of exalting individuals but
simply to present their ideas in the hope of encouraging all women to
exert leadership in the cause hopefully defined by Friedan as "the
shortest road to humanism."

The women in this contemporary sampler represent differing ideo-
logies, regions and perspectives. Each is amply qualified by expe-
rience and achievement to speak. No one, however, including the
editor, could be expected to agree with all of them. Their signifi-
cance is multiplied by their awareness that

there cannot be equaii-ty where there is injustice and war
there cannot be development where there is war and oppression
there cannot be -peace where there is oppression and injustice

I am grateful to each and all of the women herein who took the
time to write down their thoughts as they go about making—and
changing, history.

Kay Camp



Pictures of Vilraa Espin de Castro, Justice
Annie Jiagge, and Elizabeth Reid are United
Nations photographs.•

I wish to express my gratitude to Barbara
Armentrout and Mary Jensen for their help in
the preparation of the material, and to Ruth
Seeley for the cover design.

ABBREVIATIONS

IPRA International Peace Research Institute
IWY International Women's Year
ILO International Labor Organization
NGO Non-Governmental Organization at United Nations
UN United Nations-\ :
WIDF Women's International Democratic Federation
WILPF Women's; International League for Peace and Freedom
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