
These U.S. military bases in Okinawa..

A park surging with 85,000 protesters during the Okinawan People's Rally.

OklnBwa is
located at the center
of (he concentric circles.
Shaded areas
In the enlargement
Indicate U.S. base sites,
which occupy 20% of
the Island.

[Percentage of military Installations In the exclusive use of
the United States Forces Japan]

Mainland Japan
..area of land In exclusive use
of US Forces Japan 8.060ha

Okinawa Prefecture
..area of land In exclusive use
of US Forces Japan 23.739ha

From an "island of military bases"
to a "green, peaceful island"—

the Okinawan people's long-cherished dream
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ENOUGH IS ENOUGH!
^Okinawans' patience has run out. The American military should get out.

T
he governor is too busy to meet with
you," Chiken Kakazu, the speaker of
the Okinawa prefectural assembly told
visiting official Noboru Hoboru.

When is a governor too busy to meet
with the chief of the Defense Ministry Facilities Agen-
cy? On Sept. 29, soon after a 12-year-old girl was alleg-
edly raped by three U.S. soldiers, and after the Japa-
nese government quietly re-signed a bilateral security
treaty that allows for more violent crimes against the
Okinawan people.

The defense bureaucrat had traveled to Naha to
change Gov. Masahide Ota's mind about refusing to
sign the leases of local land-owners who have been
ordered to surrender their land to the U.S. military.

By terminating coopera-

J

tion with the central gov-
ernment, the governor is
conveying a simple and
strong message: Enough is
enough.

His attitude reflects the
local people's anger to-
ward the United States for
the unrelenting violence
committed by American
troops against Okinawans,
and the general frustration
toward the government in
Tokyo for its complete
lack of understanding of
the Okinawan situation.

The violence and sex
crimes are nothing new to
Okinawans, but the gang
rape of a minor was the
catalyst for all the sup-
pressed resentment that
Okinawans have felt for
much too long against the United States and the central
government in Tokyo.

Enough is enough is enough.
The issue goes beyond the Status of Forces Agree-

ment, which has harbored American criminals in uni-
form from justice, law and the bounds of morality. The
bigger question is the presence of the U.S. military
bases in Okinawa and elsewhere across Japan.

The roots of resentment lie deep in modern Japa-
nese history, when the Meiji government annexed
the Okinawan chain as a colonial possession in the

19th century. The crimes of the colonial past were bad
enough, but they pale against the atrocities committed
by the military forces of Japan and the United States
since the 1940s.

Okinawa is the only place in Japan where ground

ust two months earlier,

an American soldier smashed

a 24-year-old woman on the

head with a concrete block,

killing her. The Okinawan

government asked the U.S.

forces for tighter security.

Nothing was done.

battles were fought. Some 90,000 civilians lost their
lives, and the islands were devastated. At war's end,
vast tracts of land were forcibly confiscated by the Unit-
ed States military, which ran the islands as a garrison-
colony until reversion in 1972.

But reversion did not bring peace. The U.S. military
occupation continued under the U.S.-Japan security
treaty. About 75 percent of the 45,000 U.S. troops
stationed in Japan are based in Okinawa. More than 20
percent of the land is occupied by American forces.

There are clear drawbacks to living near military bas-
es of such magnitude.

With one-fifth of their land out of production, Okina-
wa's agricultural economy has been crippled by the
U.S. military presence. The loss of a self-sustaining

economy has led to in-
creasing dependency on
Japanese financial inter-
ests, especially in the re-
sort-development indus-
try. This trend, in turn,
has led to further losses of
precious land to hotel de-
velopment by corporations
based in Tokyo and Osa-
ka.

Accidents involving the
U.S. military are too nu-
merous for local police to
keep track of. U.S. Air
Force planes have
destroyed houses and
schools, often resulting in
death and serious injury to
local residents. One of the
worst incidents occurred in
the 1950s, when a jet fight-
er crashed into an elemen-

tary school compound, killing 17 children and injuring
121. Just a few months ago, another U.S. warplane
crashed near Kumeji Island.

The overflights have also caused ceaseless noise pol-
lution on the densely populated islands. Local citizens'
groups have been battling the U.S. authorities for com-
pensation, with no positive results so far.

There is another pervasive fear among Okinawans,
which is never mentioned by the Japanese media: nucle-
ar weapons. Most Okinawans, many of whom are base
workers, believe that nuclear weapons have been rou-
tinely stored at the U.S. military facilities.

On Iejima Island, which is used as a U.S. gunnery
and bombing range, Shoko Ahago has an unusual hob-
by. He collects and displays the scrap metal casually left
behind by the bombers. The objects with four sharp
fins, he explains to visitors at his homemade museum

(seephoto), are the casings for nuclear bombs.
Just what does the U.S. government think it is doing

when its Air Force and Navy jets drop dummy nuclear
bombs on Okinawan soil? What sort of message does
that send to its supposed allies?

If a major war actually breaks out — between the
United States and China, for example — the Okinawan
people know that their islands would be the first target
of a nuclear strike because of the U.S. military's offen-
sive capabilities there.

"During the Gulf War, our family seriously discussed
the idea of escaping to Australia," says one housewife
living in Naha. There is palpable fear among those who
live next to a base full of trigger-happy jet jockeys.
Most of the rest of Japan, fortunately, does not have to
put up with these anxieties every day of their lives.

The big problem, however, is crime.
Sure, most of the American soldiers are good

guys, the kind of people one wouldn't mind having
as neighbors. But not all of them. The bad elements are
commiting so many atrocious crimes that it could be
called a guerrilla war against the locals.

According to the statistics supplied by the Okinawan
police, Americans represent just 4.2 percent of the pre-
fecture's population yet comprise 11.5 percent of sus-
pects in serious felonies, including murder, rape, rob-
bery and arson.

What's wrong with these statistics? They're too con-
servative.

Because of the SOFA, a vast number of crimes are
never followed up by the Japanese police. Local people
know that legal action will not be taken against the
felons, so there is a tendency not to report crimes. And
that is exactly what the national government in Tokyo
wants — to ignore the crime problem and sweep
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