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FOREWORD

The Executive Officers and staff of the Women's Prison

Association have become Increasingly concerned in the last

few years with the lack of information on female offenders.

Who are they? What crimes do they commit? What happens to

them in court and in prison? And what happens to them when

they are released? It is difficult to find answers for even

these relatively simple questions. Literature on women

prisoners is scarce, and statistics on them are even less ,

reliable than on males. In fact, the President's Commission

on Law Enforcement and Administration of Justice did not

Include a single paragraph or statistic on the female

offender. Characteristically, male officials in the criminal

justice system regard the problems of female offenders as

Insignificant.

In conducting this survey, we often heard officials re-

mark that women represent only a small percentage of the

prison population of this country and that with the limited

financial resources alloted for correction, these resources

must be stretched to meet the needs of the greatest number

of people. We do not deny this unfortunate lack of financial

assistance, but at the same time we feel that such easy

answers often mask a lack of concern for these women. Too,



- 2 -

this convenient ratio does not tell the entire story.

There is evidence to Indicate that children of offenders

often become the next generation's offenders. And when

67 per cent of our sample of interviewees at the Correction

Institution for Women in New York indicate that they have

children, this does not bode well for the future.

Acting on our mandate that we draw attention to the

problems of women prisoners and emphasize their need for

services, the WPA initiated in July, 1972 a study of women

prisoners on both a local and national level. The study

was made possible by a travel-study grant from the Ford

Foundation. This report reflects the findings and con-

clusions of two surveys which were conducted by the travel-

study grantee.

The Introduction is a discussion of trends in female

crime, statistical information on women prisoners, and an

over-view of some of their problems.

Part I gives the results of a survey conducted at the

New York City Correction Institution for Women. This survey

was aimed at developing an inmate profile for that institution.

Part II is the compilation of a national survey, the

result of a mailing to approximately 250 correction institu-

tions and agencies that deal with female offenders.

The surveys were conducted over a three month period,

July, 1972 - October 15, 1972. This was not adequate time


