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FOREWORD

The Executive Officers and staff of the Women's Prison
Association have become 1nc£easingly concerned in the last
few years with the lack of information on female offenders.
Who are they? What crimes do they coimmit? What happens to
them in court and in prison? And what happens to them when
they are released? It is difficult to find answers for even
these relatively simple questions. Literature on women
prisoners is scarce, and statistics on them are even less
reliable than on males. In fact, the President's Commission
on Law Enforcement and Administration of Justice did not
include a single paragraph or statistic on the female
offender. Characteristically, male officials in the criminal
justice system regard the problems of female of fenders as
insignificant.

In conducting this survey, we often heard officials re-
mark that women represent only a small percentage of the
prison population of this country and that with the limited
financial resources alloted for correction, these resources
must be stretched to meet the needs of the greatest number
of people. We do not deny this unfortunate lack of financial
assistance, but at the same time we feel that such easy

answers often mask a lack of concern for these women. Too,






