Class, Race, and Sex:
The Dynamics of Control



A Publication in Women’s Studies

Barbara Haber, Series Editor

The Scholar and the Feminist, Volume II
Papers from the Barnard College Women’s Center Conference

Hester Eisenstein, General Editor



Edited by

Amy Swerdlow
and Hanna Lessinger

Class, Race, and Sex:
The Dynamics of Control

Janie L. Kritzman, editorial coordinator

Contributors

Lourdes Beneria

Nancy Boyd-Franklin
Renate Bridenthal
Evelyn Brooks

Lisa Desposito

Bonnie Thornton Dill
Lisa Duggan

Zillah Eisenstein

Cheryl Townsend Gilkes
Atina Grossmann
Nancy Hartsock
Elizabeth Higginbotham

Angela Jorge
Rosalind Pollack Petchesky
Francine Quaglio
Rayna Rapp

Lillian S. Robinson
Jan Rosenberg

Ellen Ross

Gita Sen

Nadine Taub
Bettylou Valentine
Judith R. Walkowitz
Ellen Willis

Barnard College Women’s Center

G. K. Hall & Co., Boston, Massachusetts




Except where otherwise indicated, the material in
this volume is © 1983 by the Barnard College
Women’s Center.

““The Feminist Theology of the Black Baptist
Church, 1880-1900” © 1980 by Evelyn Brooks.

All rights reserved.

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication
Data
Main entry under title:

Class, race, and sex.

(The Scholar and the feminist conference series;
v. 2)

“A collection of essays based on the seventh and
eighth Scholar and Feminist Conferences held at
Barnard College, New York City, in April of 1980
and 1981’ —Pref.

Bibliography.

Includes index.

1. Women’s studies—United States—
Congresses.

2. Feminism—United States—Congresses.

3. Social conflict—United States—Congresses.
4. Social control—Congresses.

I. Lessinger, Hanna. II. Swerdlow, Amy.
III. Series.

HQ1403.C5 1983 305.4 82-21270
ISBN 0-8161-9039-9

This publication is printed on permanent/durable acid-free paper
MANUFACTURED IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA




Contents

Dates in parentheses refer to the year of the conference at
which a paper was delivered; the absence of a date indicates

a paper not delivered at the conferences.

JANIE L. KRITZMAN
Preface

Acknowledgments

HANNA LESSINGER and AMY SWERDLOW
Introduction

PART I:

Historical Parallels

3
RENATE BRIDENTHAL e
Notes toward a Feminist Dialectic (1981)

JUDITH R. WALKOWITZ

Male Vice and Female Virtue: TFeminism and the
Politics of Prostitution in Nineteenth-Century
Britain (1980)

EVELYN BROOKS
The Feminist Theology of the Black Baptist Church,
1880-1900 (1980)

ATINA GROSSMANN
Crisis, Reaction, and Resistance: Women in Germany
in the 1920s and 1930s (1981)

LISA. DUGGAN
The Social Enforcement of Heterosexuality and
Lesbian Resistance in the 1920s (1981)

ix

xiii

Xv

10

31

60

75



Contents

RAYNA RAPP and ELLEN ROSS
The Twenties' Backlash: Compulsory Heterosexuality,
the Consumer Family, and the Waning of Feminism

(1981)

PART II:
The New Antifeminism

ZILLAH EISENSTEIN
Antifeminism and the New Right (1981)

JAN ROSENBERG
Feminism, the Family, and the New Right (1980)

LISA DESPOSITO
The New Right and the Abortion Issue

PART III:
Gender, Class, and Race

NANCY HARTSOCK
Difference and Domination in the Women's Movement:
The Dialectic of Theory and Practice

BONNIE THORNTON DILL
"On the Hem of Life': Race, Class, and the Prospects
for Sisterhood (1980)

NANCY BOYD-FRANKLIN
Black Family Life-Styles: A Lesson in Survival
(1981)

ELIZABETH HIGGINBOTHAM
Laid Bare by the System: Work and Survival for
Black and Hispanic Women (1981)

ANGELA JORGE
Issues of Race and Class in Women's Studies: A
Puerto Rican Woman's Thoughts (1981)

ROSALIND POLLACK PETCHESKY
Reproduction and Class Divisions among Women (1980)

LOURDES BENERIA and GITA SEN

Women's Role in Economic Development: Practical
and Theoretical Implications of Class and Gender
Inequalities (1980)

93

111

126

138

157

173

189

200

216

221

243



Contents

PART IV:
Control through Institution and Ideology

NADINE TAUB
Defining and Combating Sexual Harassment (1981)

BETTYLOU VALENTINE
Women on Welfare: Public Policy and Institutional
Racism (1981)

CHERYL TOWNSEND GILKES
From Slavery to Social Welfare: Racism and the
Control of Black Women (1981)

FRANCINE QUAGLIO
Religion as an Instrument of Social Control (1981)

LILLIAN S. ROBINSON

Women, Media, and the Dialectics of Resistance
(1981)

ELLEN WILLIS

The Challenge of Profamily Politics: A Feminist
Defense of Sexual Freedom (1981)

Notes on Contributors

Index

263

276

288

301

308

325

339

345









