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Preface

Class, Race, and Sex: The Dynamics of Control is a collec-
tion of essays based on the seventh and eighth Scholar and
Feminist Conferences held at Barnard College, New York City,
in April of 1980 and 1981. Initiated in 1974, these confer-
ences have been sponsored by the Barnard College Women's
Center and funded by the Helena Rubinstein Foundation. An
examination of the impact of traditional scholarship on fem-
inism, they are to some extent a record of the development
of questions being posed by women's studies scholars over
the intervening eight years. The Future of Difference, an
anthology of papers from the 1978 conference, appeared in
December 1980. Papers from the morning sessions of three of
the earlier meetings (1975, 1976, 1977) have been published
in pamphlet form.

An understanding of the conference planning process illumi-
nates the particular questions raised in this volume and the
history of conference themes in general. The conceptualiza-
tion and administration of these conferences is the collec-
tive responsibility of Jane Gould, director of the Barnard
Women's Center, other Women's Center staff, the academic
coordinator, and the planning committee. The planning com-
mittee is composed of faculty, students, administrators,
activists, women from the larger community, and Women's Cen-
ter staff. Under the leadership of the academic coordina-
tor, the planning committee meets regularly during the fall
semester to discuss theme and select speakers; like a small
study group, they engage in lengthy and often heated discus-
sions on practical and theoretical issues. This process has
ensured the vitality of these conferences by encouraging
argument and debate as well as consensus on the final form
of the conferences.

The diversity and richness of the papers in this volume
are in large part a tribute to the commitment and varied
interests of the women who served on the 1980 and 1981 plan-
ning committees. The decision in those years to enlarge the
planning committee to include more activists and Third-World


